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GOD SOMETIMES DRAWS MEN TO HIMSELF THROUGH REPENTANCE:

THE PRODIGAL SON, Luke 15:17-19;  The parable of the prodigal son is a good example. It illustrates a sinner’s restoration to fellowship with God through repentance. But repentance is always about that, even when the repenting sinner is already a believer.

CORNELIUS,  Acts 10;  Repentance sometimes precedes acceptance of the gospel. Cornelius was a pagan but repented of his lifestyle. He gave alms and prayed and was aware of his need for salvation. Often people start to read the Bible, stop cursing, and try to clean up their lives. They are not saved by these, they are sometimes signs that one is under the convicting power of the Holy Spirit. What they need to hear is what Cornelius heard from Peter, the gospel, which was faith alone in Christ alone.

LESSON  #121  (1-31-13)  

WOMAN AT THE WELL, John 4:7-43;  Surely if one needs to repent in order to be saved, Jesus would have made a point of it when speaking to the woman at the well. She admitted several serious sins to Him and yet He did not mention a word about repentance. She wasn’t even told to leave her present illicit relationship. The reason repentance was not mentioned was because the issue was eternal life, not fellowship.

Repentance is a fellowship issue AFTER one is saved.
THE BLIND MAN, John 9:1-38;  God can also use gratitude or fear to draw people to Himself. The blind man was saved and repentance had nothing to do with it. Sin was not brought up because his attitude towards his sins did not draw him to Christ, but his gratitude toward Christ for healing him of his blindness. Jesus simply asked him if he believed in the son of man and the man said, “Lord, I believe”.
THE PHILIPPIAN JAILOR, Acts 16:27-29;  God can also use fear to draw men to Himself. That was the case with the Philippian jailor.
WARNINGS TO ISRAEL TO REPENT: 

THE AX OF JUDGMENT John the Baptist spoke about was one of many warnings to Israel of possible national calamity that would overtake them if they refused to repent and get back into harmony with God. 

Luke 3:9   Indeed the axe  [divine discipline]  is already laid at the root of the trees; so every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

This was not a warning concerning eternal damnation but was warning to the nation of the coming holocaust of 70 A.D. The “fire” mentioned refers to this 5th Cycle of divine discipline that was to coming upon the nation of Israel and was no reference to the lake of fire.
THE  WARNING OF THE WINNOWING FAN that purges the threshing floor that burns up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

Luke 3:17   His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

At the 2nd Advent, Christ will separate believers from un-believers, and this is called the “baptism of fire” that is mentioned in the previous verse. The “chaff” will be the unbelievers at the 2nd Advent who will go into Hades, then later be tossed into the lake of fire. 
JOHN THE BAPTIST’S CALL TO THE NATION ISRAEL TO REPENT was expressed in baptism. It was not the same kind of baptism in which early Church Age Christians participated. 
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“John used baptism in his preaching as a means of facilitating confession of sins and repentance in preparation for the coming of the Messiah.” 
Vol. 2: Grace Theological Journal, 1981 (288). Winona, IN: Grace Seminary.
Matthew 3:6 . . . and they were being baptized by him [John the Baptist] in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins.

It is important to note that the people John baptized were already saved by faith in Jesus Christ before they were baptized. Their baptism reminded them of the priests who would wash with water before they could enter the Temple. The washing made them ceremonially prepared for service.

Exodus 30:19-20   Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet from it; 20) when they enter the tent of meeting, they shall wash with water, so that they will not die; or when they approach the altar to minister…

JOHN’S BAPTISM IDENTIFIED BELIEVERS WITH THE KINGDOM OF GOD and prepared them to serve in it. 

“. . . the baptism of John the Baptist and Christian baptism leads to the conclusion that Christian baptism should be understood as being oriented toward commitment. More than being a means by which the initiate declared that he had trusted in Christ for eternal salvation, it was particularly associated with repentance and discipleship.” ibid
The account in Acts 19:1-7 concerning the disciples of John the Baptist illustrates the difference between baptism before the day of Pentecost and those following it.

Acts 19:2-5    He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" And they said to him, "No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." 3) And he said,  “Into what then were you baptized?" And they said, "Into John's baptism." 4) Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus." 5) When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  

Acts 2:22-37  is a presentation by Peter that resulted in the Holy Spirit’s successful conviction of the souls of these Jews to realize that they were complicit in the execution of Jesus. They were simultaneously struck with guilt and responded positively to the fact that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah/Christ.
Acts 2:37    Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?"

. . . pierced to the heart  is a verb meaning to stab or pierce. The only other place this same root word is found in the Greek in the N.T. is John 19:34
John 19:34   But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear . . .

These believers would not have had this tremendous sense of guilt if they had not believed the words of Peter that Jesus Christ was their Messiah and that they were complicit in His execution. 

“Acts 2:37. [Katanussō] connotes a sharp pain associated with anxiety and remorse.  The way the men address the apostles, “Brothers,” shows that their hearts had already been won over.” 
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.  Frank E. Gaebelein, Gen. Ed. (Grand Rapids: Regency Ref Library, ‘81), 9:282:

“What the text does not say is how the hearers were “regenerated” and “justified.”  But the Pauline and Johannine answers to this question are the only Biblical ones that can be given: they were justified and regenerated by faith. There is nothing in Acts 2:38 to contradict this!
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On the contrary, Peter concludes his address with the assertion that “God has made this Jesus, whom you have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (2:36).  His hearers then reply, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (2:37).  But such a reaction presumes their acceptance of Peter’s claim that they have crucified the One who is Lord and Christ.  If this is what they now believed, then they were already regenerate on Johannine terms, since John wrote: “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God” (1 John 5:1  Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God . . . )
It seems plain that in Peter’s audience there are many who accept the claims of Christ.  But they are enormously convicted of their guilt in the crucifixion and ask what they need to do now.  Acts 2:38 is the answer.” 
Hodges, Zane C.  The Gospel under Siege: A Study on Faith and Works p. 101
“. . . there is a clear difference in the Book of Acts between the condition of regeneration, which is faith in Christ (Acts 10:43–44), and the condition for Spirit baptism, which for some is allowing the apostles to lay hands on them, and for Palestinian Jews, repentance and baptism. Thus Paul was clearly saved before he heard Ananias’s words (compare Gal 1:1 lff.) and so were Peter’s listeners before he told them to repent and be baptized (see Acts 2:37, “they were cut to the heart” shows they believed that Jesus is indeed the Messiah!).” 
Vol. 11: Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, 1998 (1) (100). Irving, TX:


Acts 2:38 . . . and Peter said to them,  “[Ya'll]  Repent   [v.aam, 2nd person plural, "ya'll"],  (and let each of you be baptized   [v.apm, 3rd person singular, "he, she, it"]   in the name of Jesus Christ)  for the forgiveness of your sins;  and you  [Ya'll]   shall receive   [v.fmi, 2nd person plural, "ya'll] the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Notice the parenthetical phrase, (and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ).  Water baptism is not necessary for eternal salvation because that is not the issue in this verse.

LESSON  #122-124  (2-5-13 thru 2-12-13)  
The early preaching in Acts is a repeat of the call made by John the Baptist to Israel to repair their disastrous breach with God. It is true that the Church Age had already begun but still, the threat of God wiping out the nation of Israel was very real and imminent. 

What does the word “Repent” refer to?  
Is it a change of mental attitude with reference to Christ as Savior for unbelievers or, 
Is it a reference to personal sins for believers?

What does the word “forgiveness” refer to? 
Is it pre-salvation sins being forgiven at salvation, or 
Is it post-salvation sins being forgiven at rebound?

For these Jews in Acts, “forgiveness” and not salvation, was based on both: 
(1)  Repentance, and 
(2)  Water baptism. Both were related to baptism by John the Baptist in Acts 3:10-19 and is a parallel to Acts 2:38.
An important factor in understanding this is that: 

Receiving eternal life is a judicial issue. 

Forgiveness is a relationship issue. 








                                                             GTGR, 167

When a Jew at this particular time believed in Christ, he was saved but he had to repent and be baptized in order for his sins to be forgiven so he could receive the indwelling and filling H.S.

This was true even for Paul’s conversion. He believed in Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus but his sins were not forgiven and he did not receive the H.S. until later after he was baptized by Ananias, Acts 9:17; 22:16.  

Eternal life is God’s universal gift offered to all humanity on the basis of faith alone. The gift of the Holy Spirit is His restricted gift, given to all who have come into harmony or fellowship with Him by means of the forgiveness of sins.  

Therefore, Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 and the response to it by the Jews in his audience require a system by which they can be transitioned from the dispensation of the Incarnation and John’s offer of the Kingdom to the dispensation of the Church and the offer of the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Repenting for the forgiveness of sins is found in many verses. We know that forgiveness of sins for believers in our day is acquired by acknowledging them to God, 1 John 1:9. It appears that changing one’s mental attitude or repentance is a precursor to acknowledging sins to God.
VERSES WHERE REPENTANCE IS RELATED TO FORGIVENESS OF SIN:
1 Kings 8:46-50    When they  [Israel]  sin against You (for there is no man who does not sin) and You are angry with them and deliver them to an enemy . . . 47) if they take thought in the land where they have been taken captive, and repent and make supplication to You . . . saying, 'We have sinned and have committed iniquity, we have acted wickedly . . . 48) if they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul . . . and pray to You . . . 49) then hear their prayer and their supplication . . . 50) and forgive Your people who have sinned against You and all their transgressions which they have transgressed against You,

Acts 3:19   Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord;

Acts 8:22   Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you.

Revelation 2:5   Therefore remember from where you  [church at Ephesus]  have fallen, and repent . . .

Revelation 2:21   'I gave her  [church at Thyatira]  time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality.
All believers did not receive the Holy Spirit at the same time when He was given on the day of Pentecost. The initial receiving of the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts came in four phases.

1. Jews in Jerusalem, Acts 2, received the H.S.
Through repentance and baptism
2. Samaritans in Samaria, Acts 8, received the H.S.
By laying on of hands; they had already been baptized
3. Gentiles in Caesarea, Cornelius’ house, Acts 10, received the H.S.
And then were baptized
4. O.T. Saints in Ephesus, Acts 19, received the H.S. 
By laying on of hands after they were baptized
Today, all of the spiritual benefits each believer needs are bestowed at once at the moment of faith. When a person believes in Christ he receives: 
(1) Eternal life by means of the new birth, 
(2) Forgiveness of sins (so that harmony with God may begin), and 
(3) The gift of the Spirit.
LESSON  #125-126  (2-14  thru  2-19-13)                                                              GTGR, 168
DO WE CONFESS JESUS AS LORD TO BE SAVED ?  Study the context ! 
What is the context in Rom. 9:27-29,10:1?  Postional or experiential? 
Romans 10:5-8   Moses writes  [quoting Lev. 18:5]  that the man who practices the righteousness which is based on law shall live by that righteousness   [Israelites who ignored the Law were executed].  6) But   [Paul now speaks of a different righteousness]   the righteousness based on faith speaks thus, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?' (that is, to bring Christ down), 7) or 'Who will descend into the abyss?' (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead)."  

Romans 10:5  quotes Leviticus 18:5 … So you shall keep My statutes and My judgments, by which a man may live if he does them; I am the LORD.

Romans 10: 6-7 is a parallel to:

Deuteronomy 30:8-14    And you shall again obey the LORD, and observe all His command-ments which I command you today. 9) "Then the LORD your God will prosper you abundantly in all the work of your hand, in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your cattle and in the produce of your ground, for the LORD will again rejoice over you for good, just as He rejoiced over your fathers; 10) if you obey the LORD your God to keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in this book of the law, if you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and soul. 11) "For this commandment which I command you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach. 12) "It is not in heaven, that you should say, 'Who will go up to heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?' 13) "Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who will cross the sea for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?' 14) But the word  [obey God’s commandments and live]  is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may observe  [do]  it.

Moses reminded the people that if they obeyed the righteous commandments of the law, they would live. They had no excuse to not obey them because they were written down; no one had to go to heaven or cross an ocean to get them. 

But Paul speaks of a different kind of righteousness in verses 6-7; it too was very accessible. No one had to go up to heaven or go down into the abyss to retrieve it. 
Moses spoke of living a righteous life according to the law that would avoid God’s discipline. 
Paul was speaking of righteousness acquired by faith in Christ where one avoids God’s judgment.
Romans 10:8   But what does it  [the righteousness by faith]  say? "The word  [faith in Christ]  is near you, in your mouth  [they were saying it, Deut. 6:4]  and in your heart"  [they knew what it meant], that is, the word of faith which we are preaching…  

The Israelites knew God’s commandments and would talk about them, so there was no excuse for them not to obey them. Now Paul is making the same point that God makes something else accessable, only he is not talking about obeying the Law in order to live prosperously, but about believing in Christ in order to live eternally.

Deuteronomy 6:4   "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 

The Israelites were saying these words and they knew what they meant; they would acknowledge the Lord as their God but they did not act as if they believed it because they were disobedient. Now in the next verse, Paul explains that if they would believe what they were saying, they would be eternally saved.
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Romans 10:9 … that if 3rd you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord  [acknowledge His deity],  and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead  [believe He is deity],  you shall be saved   [v. fpi; Israel would be spared the utter destruction of 70 A.D. and individual Jews would be eternally saved]. 
Acknowledging Jesus as Lord would deliver the nation from destruction; believing that He is Lord would save individuals eternally. Confessing or acknowledging Jesus as Lord occurs after one is already saved and doing so brings blessing and deliverance. 
Jesus will acknowledge believers before the Father who acknowledge Him before others: 

Matthew 10:32    Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.

Hebrews 4:14    Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Paul used the 2nd personal pronouns “you” and “your” in verse 9  because he was directing his comments to a specific group. But now in verse 10, he switches to the 3rd personal pronoun “he” because he is stating a general principle.

Romans 10:10    For with the heart man believes  [in Christ],  resulting in   [imputed]  righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses  [acknowledges Christ to others],  resulting in salvation  [individual deliverance from a wasted life full of misery and discipline].    

This verse shows that a person needs two salvations: 

One to save him from the lake of fire, positional, and then 
One to deliver him from the evil of the world, the flesh, and the devil, experiential.

Acknowledging Jesus as Lord saves no one eternally but it does deliver one from earthly dangers and divine discipline. Not everyone who believes in Christ acknowledges Him as Lord. 

John 12:42-43    Nevertheless many, even of the rulers, believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees, they were not confessing Him for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue;  43) for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.
Romans 10:11    For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes in Him  [for eternal salvation or physical deliverance]  will not be disappointed." 

This verse relates Christ’s faithfulness in providing both eternal and temporal security, but it is a quote from Isa. 28:16 that relates to the security of Israel as a nation.

There is never a time when a believer places his trust in the Lord that he will be disappointed. This was true when he believed in Jesus Christ for eternal salvation, and keeps on being true when he trusts in Him for deliverance from each and every woe of this life. 

LESSON  #127  (2-21-13)
Romans 10:12    For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all  [believers]  who call upon Him; 

Notice that “riches”, rewards, abound for any believer who calls upon the Lord to rescue him in time of trouble. It doesn’t matter whether he is a Jew or Gentile. God is glorified when He answers the prayers of His children who call out to Him. and they are rewarded for trusting Him.
Romans 10:13 … for "Whoever will call upon the name of the LORD will be saved”  [delivered].     

This promise is true for individual believers, and it’s true for nations as well. This is not a salvific promise to unbelievers to call upon the Lord to be eternally saved. It is a promise to deliver believers who trust in the Lord. This is a quote from Joel that is clearly experiential: 
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Joel 2:28-32 . . . "It will come about after this  [after the deliverance of Israel at the 2nd Advent]  that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.  29) Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days  [Millennium after Christ's 2nd Advent]. 30) I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, blood, fire and columns of smoke.  31) The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood   [Tribulation before the Lord comes]  before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes  [the NARROW view or the literal Day of the Lord's 2nd Advent].  32) And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the LORD will be delivered [physically]; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, there will be those who escape  [escape the Beast and enemy armies of the world], as the LORD has said, even among the survivors whom the LORD calls  [Trib. believers will populate the earth during the Millennium].                                                                                                                                              

“In the N.T., ‘calling upon the name of the Lord’ is something only those who are already justified can do. A non-Christian cannot call upon the name of the Lord for assistance because he is not yet born again.”  Reign of the Servant Kings, Joseph Dillow, p. 124
How can one invoke the aid and assistance of the Lord in whom he does not believe? Obviously, faith in Christ must precede the call for His assistance and aid. Those who have been justified by faith are uniquely positioned to experience God’s deliverance in their lives. Believers who pray to God for help in Jesus’ name are calling on the Lord.

Examples of believers calling upon the name of the Lord:

Acts 7:59    And they went on stoning Stephen as he called upon the Lord . . . 

Acts 9:21    And all those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, “Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name?”

1 Corinthians 1:2 . . . to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours . . .

2 Timothy 2:22   Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.

When one believes in Jesus Christ, he receives God’s imputed Righteousness (+R) and is delivered from hell. “Calling upon the Lord” is similar to “confessing with your mouth”  that “Jesus is Lord”, both result in deliverance but neither results in receiving eternal life. Believing in the Lord is THE ONLY WAY to receive the gift of eternal life.
LESSON  #128  (2-26-13)


Not only does one not have to confess Jesus as Lord or call upon the name of the Lord to be eternally saved, neither does anyone have to confess his or her sins to be saved. Confession of sins is appropriate after one is saved but is never required to be saved.

Proverbs 28:13    He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, But he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion.
Psalm 66:18    If I regard  [harbor]  iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me…
When a believer refuses to acknowledge his sins to God, his prayers will not be heard.
Jeremiah 3:12-13   Go and proclaim these words toward the north and say, 'Return, faithless Israel,' declares the LORD; 'I will not look upon you in anger. For I am gracious,' declares the LORD; 'I will not be angry forever. 13) 'Only acknowledge your iniquity, That you have transgressed against the LORD your God And have scattered your favors to the strangers under every green tree, And you have not obeyed My voice,' declares the LORD.
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Notice that acknowledging transgressions is more than just asking God to forgive your sins in a general sense. It is acknowledging specific sins you have committed.
Psalm 32:5    I acknowledged my  [specific]  sin to You, and my iniquity I did not hide; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD"; And You forgave the guilt of my sin.
If O.T. believers were forgiven for their sins when they acknowledged them to God, why were they required to offer an animal sacrifice to atone for their sins?

It is true that they were forgiven by God when they acknowledged their sins to Him, but they still had broken the Mosaic Law and there were procedures in place that had to be followed to be restored to good standing with the law. A person could not even enter the Temple unless he was ceremonially clean that required following the proper procedures in order to be in compliance with the Law. 

The procedures to get back into compliance with the Law applied both to believers and unbelievers. Unbelievers could follow correct procedures to be right with the Law even though they did not trust in the coming Messiah to be saved. 

God would deliver the nation if the people complied with the Mosaic Law. 

God would bless the nation on that basis, also.

Lev. 26:1-13  is a list of all the blessings the Israelites would receive from God if they obeyed the Mosaic Law. These blessings would accrue to both believers and unbelievers. Forgiveness is not mentioned because forgiveness is a relationship issue and this was a judicial issue!
(NAS) 
Psalm 38:18  
For I confess my iniquity; I am full of anxiety because of my sin. PP
(KJV) 
Psalm 38:18  
For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin. 
(NET) 
Psalm 38:18 
Yes, I confess my wrongdoing, and I am concerned about my sins.

The Hebrew word for “confess/declare” is NAGAD, a Hiphil imperfect. 

The Hiphil stem usually expresses “causative” action; “I was caused to confess my iniquity.” 

The reason David was caused to confess his iniquity was because of the unbearable divine discipline he was experiencing that he described in detail in the preceding 17 verses.

The Hebrew word for “anxiety/sorry/concerned” is DAAG, a Qal imperfect. 

The Qal stem expresses simple action in the active voice: “I am concerned.” 

The Hebrew word means to be anxious, concerned, to fear or to dread. Strong’s Enhanced Lexicon 

David was very concerned about his sins because he didn’t want to experience the unbearable suffering he had just gone through ever again. 

LESSON  #129  (2-28-13)

Both NAGAD, meaning to declare and DAAG, meaning anxiety, are imperfect verbs. 

“The imperfect views the action of the verb from the perspective of the action’s unfolding. This imperfective aspect can speak of (depending on context) habitual actions, actions in progress, or even completed actions that have unfolding, ongoing results.” 
Michael S. Heiser and Vincent M. Setterholm, Glossary of Morpho-Syntactic Database Terminology.
It would appear that these two Hebrew words which are imperfect have the idea of a completed action with ongoing results. David completed the action of acknowledging his sins and received forgiveness with the result that he continued to be fearful of committing sins in the future without acknowledging his sins to God.

When people read Psalms 38:18 in the KJV or ESV, they see the word “sorry” and they think being sorry for sin is necessary to receive forgiveness. That is not what this verse means. 
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One may be sorry for a sin committed but it is through confession of sin that one receives forgiveness, not by feeling sorry for it.

No one ever received eternal life for feeling sorry for sins or even by confessing them. Eternal life is acquired only by faith alone in Christ alone.
Matthew 3:6 … and they were being baptized by him  [John the Baptist]  in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins.

John’s baptism was not the same as Christian baptism, for it was a religious rite signifying confession of sin and commitment to a holy life in anticipation of the coming Messiah. Bible Knowledge Commentary

Acts 19:18    Many also of those who had believed kept coming, confessing and disclosing their practices.

These were believers who had already believed (perfect tense) but were involved in magic and mysticism. They were utilizing 1st John 1:9 but they were doing it publicly for the benefit of the people who had believed their demonic rituals and antics were legitimate. They also brought their books and publicly burned them before the people.
James 5:16   Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

This verse does not mean that believers should confess their sins to everyone they have sinned against. That would be a disaster. This verse pertains to a specific set of circumstances as when a believer is experiencing severe divine discipline for verbally denouncing his pastor. He is to confess his sin to the pastor and the pastor is to pray for him so that God will heal him. This is contrary to the normal way which is confessing sins directly to God.

Matthew 10:32-33   Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.  33) "But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.
Many take these verses to mean that we must confess Jesus before men or we will not make it to heaven. We have already covered confessing Jesus as Lord in Rom. 10:9-10. A believer confessing Jesus before others is a work of faithful service that will be rewarded, not a condition of being saved. 

Revelation 3:5    He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

Only believers with SPOUDAZO, those with positive volition that are hungry for God’s Word will have their names confessed to God the Father probably at a formal ceremony.
1 John 1:9    If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
This verse has nothing to do with eternal salvation. Remember, confession is an issue after one is saved, not before! No one confesses sins to a God they do not believe in. Also, confession of sins to Allah or the myriad of idols that people worship does not result in forgiveness. 

If confession of sins were necessary to be saved, it would be like someone standing before a judge confessing their guilt; it would condemn them, not save them. We are saved because someone took our punishment upon Himself, confessing our sins have nothing to do with that.
LESSON  #130  (3-7-13)   

Now we turn from confession and turn to a few verses that are often misunderstood.
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FALSE, LEGALISTIC INTERPRETATION:  The way religious unbelievers read it:

Matthew 7:13-14 . . . "Enter  [heaven]  through the narrow gate  [of morality and good works];  for the gate  [to hell]  is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction   [immorality: drinking, carousing, fornication, lying, steeling, cursing, etc.],  and there are many who enter through it.  14) "For the gate   [the way to heaven] is small and the way is narrow   [a rigid standard of behavior is required] that leads to  [eternal]  life, and there are few who find it  [who comply with the rigid standard of behavior required to make it into heaven].
No one makes it to heaven or to spiritual maturity by walking the straight and narrow path (of morality); that is a legalistic satanic lie. There is no telling how many have rejected Christ because they believed the false gospel of works and were unwilling to give up smoking, drinking, dancing, cursing, carousing, etc. in order to be saved. No one ever told them that they could be eternally saved without giving up any of those things.

Most believers have no idea what to do with their life after they are saved. They are ignorant of the unique spiritual life of the Church Age believer so they revert to the morality system of the O.T. to fulfill God’s plan for their life which of course is impossible.
CORRECT salvific INTERPRETATION: 
Matthew 7:13-14 . . . "Enter [v. aam] through the narrow gate  [the gospel]; for the gate is wide [religion]  and the way is broad that leads to destruction  [salvation by works]  , and there are many who enter through it  [who try to get to heaven by their works]. 14) "For the gate  [the gospel]  is small  [only one way, through Jesus Christ, John 14:6]  and the way [to spiritual maturity]  is narrow/difficult  [consistent study and application of doctrine is needed]  that leads to  [abundant]  life, and there are few who find it  [most believe Satan’s lie concerning salvation that teaches that both positional and experiential is accomplished through morality. NOT TRUE ! ].
FRUIT:  Some use Matthew 7:16 to allege that one can tell if a person is a believer or unbeliever by their behavior. They usually quote only the first sentence of the verse.

Matthew 7:16   You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles?

One must read what comes before and after this verse to put it into the right context. We must find out three things:

1. Who is “you”?

2. Who is “them”? 

3. What are “fruits”? 

The first “You” refers to believers. The second “you” refers to false teachers, and “fruits” refer to their false teaching. This verse has nothing to do with determining who is saved and who is not.

Matthew was writing to believers and the preceding verse gives us the identity of “them” which is false teachers. This same method can be applied to verse 20. 
Matthew 7:20    Therefore by their fruits you will know them.

Their fruit cannot be bad behavior or lack of spiritual zeal because this is referring to false teachers who appear to be sheep but are really wolves or unbelievers who rejected Jesus Christ as savior. The fruit is their false teaching. False teachers can be very convincing, looking and acting like true communicators of God’s Word but they give themselves away by what they say.

Notice the first few words of the very next verse: 
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Matthew 7:21   Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.

John 6:40    For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

Matthew 7:22-23    Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23) And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'

Change your mind about Christ.








